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About Us

Corey Thornblad
; H

Corey is in her twelfth year as a
social studies teacher at Kimer Middle
School. The students, teachers, and
community make it her happy place.
Prior to becoming a teacher, Corey
worked in politics, inc\udir\g in the US.
Senate as a speechwriter ond as a
Communications Director in the House
of Representatives. Now, she loves
helping her students make connections
between their lives and social studies.
She promotes writing, readir\a, project
based learning, exploration ofF primary
sources, and historic simulations in her
-Plexilale—seaﬁna classroom.

Corey earned a Bachelor of Arts in
History and Theatre Arts From the
University of the south and a Master
of Education From the George
Wa-;hing+on University in Waehing’ron,
DC.

She was recoanized as the 2016
Fairfax Coul’\+y Public School's
Ou+9+andinﬁ Teacher of the Year and
i5 a Washington Post Teacher of the
Year Findlist.

:;: @cor‘ey+hor‘nlolaa|
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Gretchen Hazlin

Gretchen has been Head Librarion at
Kimer Middle School for more than
ten years. Ater working in
corporate and special libraries ot
Johnson & Johnson, Gre Adver’risir\@
ond The New York Acac?;my of
Medicine, she is ‘(:inally exactly what
she wants to be when she grows
up--she loves teachin inFormation
literacy and critical thinking skills,
sharing young adult literature, and
collalaor‘aﬁnﬁ with teachers. Gretchen
lar‘ough‘r the Kimer Lilar-ary
Maker‘«space to her schoo, aiming to
inspire messy ond creative thinking in
her students .

She received her Bachelor of Arts in
English anhd History from Boston
College aond a Master of Library
Studies From Rutgers University in
New Jersey.

Gretchen was recently selected as
the 201G Virginia School Librarion of
the Year, an award ﬁranJred by the
Virginia Association of School
Librarians (VAASL).
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READ

Emoji Notes Handouts: Non-Fiction Emojis, Fiction Emojis
Using on emoiji key, students note impor-tont ideas and +a}<e—away9 on 9+icl<\/ hotes
Lrom a readin@ video, Podcang or readly any “text'

sSketchnotes Handout: Directions/Organizer
A Form of visual no+e+akin@ or "Purpose—(:ul doodles." students synthesize learning using
text, images, shapes, colors, and connectors.

What's the SCoop? Handout: Organizer

A strategy Lor mak’lnﬁ the OPVL method of document analysis more approachable
For our middle school students in order to set the stage For their success in high
school.

I£ this Artifact Could Tak... Handout: Question Sheet
A series of guestions de;ignec{ to get students +hinl<ing critically about objects and
artifacts.

WRITE

Thesis Statement Graphic Organizer Handout: Organizer
A simple organizer used to help students write strong clearly-written thesis
statements, Preparinﬁ them to tackle Document-Based Question essays.

Thesis Statement Wr"rl-ha Workshop Handouts: Collection Page, Exit Ticket
5O0-minute workshop that gets students thinking, creating and collaborating Kids travel
Lrom station to station to learn about thesis statements and +hey have fun while
+hey’re at it. At the conclusion of the workshop, students know how to write a thesis
statement using evidence.

Fa'lr‘y Tde Grab Baag | Handout: Once Upoh a Time Orﬁanizer
Using baas of materids related o Familiar stories, students write evidence-based
thesis statements based on the contents.

E‘:vsay Outline Generator This tool is electronic -- visit our website
u«;inﬁ an online outline ﬁenermLor tool, students comPIe+e a graphic or'@ahizer which
then puts their thesis statements into an essay Lormat, of ering guided comments +o
take students thrrough their writing. The generator also includes an edH"Ihﬂ checklist
for students. :

Essay Koadmap Handout Essay Koadmap
A Foldable graphic organizer that dlows students +o add details to their thesis
statements and orgonize their Jrh'lnkinﬁ before writing a LFull essay.
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CREATE

Book. Spine Poeh'\/ Handout: Directions
Cha\len@ed to colect a selection of books with titles that reflect a unit of 9+udy,
students then stack the books into a readable poem on that unit.

Think, Buld Tweet Handout: Planninﬁ Sheet

Students work in groups to imaaine a fopic or concept relevant to a particular unit
of 9+udy and then represent their idea physically using given materials (LEGOSs, play
dough pipe cleaners, etc.) Upon completion, they write a tweet as a caption For their
scuIPJrur'e.

Think Outside the Box Haondouts: Mission, Organizer
" In this activity, students are given a problem in a box (alona with materials) and a ﬁuic{e
that walks them +hr‘ouﬁh steps aimed at Pinding the best solution to the Problem For

teachers who want to keep +H|n39 simple, the 3r'aphic or‘ganizer can be substituted
For the box.
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EMOJI NOTES EMOJI NOTES
#BubbleUpASCD #BubbleUpASCD

Directions: As you listen create sticky notes to Directions: As you listen create sticky notes to collect
collect your ideas. Mark your notes with the emoji your ideas. Mark your notes with the emoji and then
and then write down important information related ~write down important information related to that

to that emoji. Add your sticky notes to the session emoji. Add your sticky notes to the session handout
handout or a blank piece of paper. Feel free to be or a blank piece of paper. Feel free to be creative and
creative and add additional emojis to help you add additional emojis to help you clarify your

clarify your understanding. understanding.

\

Important idea g Important idea

" Cool! I didn't know that " Cool! I didn't know that
LOL Funny LOL Funny
' Love this! Important detail
that | want to remember

Connection to my classroom.

Love this! Important detail
that | want to remember

Connection to my classroom

? Question ? Question

i’ - i’ -
,I Disagree ,l Disagree
q Find out more q Find out more
* Summary after session *

Summary after session
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Directions: In the space below sketch, doodle, draw, or write about anything you find interesting or important
- during the session. You should also feel free to sketch any personal ideas, reflections or aha moments.
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Directions: In the space below sketch, doodle, draw, or write about anything you find interesting or important
- during the session. You should also feel free to sketch any personal ideas, reflections or aha moments.

JOTES
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